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The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom

Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone One)

Savior, Your tomb was sealed by the Jews with a stone.
Soldiers kept watch over Your sacred body. Yet, You rose on
the third day, giving life to the world. Wherefore the powers
of heaven cried out to You, O Giver of Life. “Glory to Your
Resurrection, O Christ; glory to Your Kingdom, glory to Your
dispensation who alone are the Loving One.”

Apolytikion for Saint Ephraim (Plagal Four)

With the rivers of your tears, you have made the barren desert
fertile. Through sighs of sorrow from deep within you, your
labors have borne fruit a hundred-fold. By your miracles you
have become a light, shining upon the world. O Ephraim, our
Holy Father, pray to Christ our God, to save our souls.

Apolytikion of the Holy Cross (Tone One)

Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting
our rulers to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Y our
commonwealth by Your Cross.

Soson Kyrie ton laon su, ke evlogison teen klironomiansu,
nikas tis vasilevsi kata varvaran doroomenos, ke to son
feelaton, dia tu Stavru su, politevma.

Kontakion: Presentation of Our Lord to the Temple
(Tone One)

Your birth sanctified a Virgin's womb and properly blessed
the hands of Symeon. Having now come and saved us O
Christ our God, give peace to Your commonwealth in
troubled times and strengthen those in authority, whom You
love, as only the loving One.
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The Epistle is from Colossians 3:4-11

Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in
glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of
God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these you once walked, when you
lived in them. But now put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul
talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old
nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in
knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ 1s
all, and 1n all.

The Gospel is from Luke 19:1-10

t that time, Jesus was passing through
gJericho. And there was a man named
Zacchaios; he was a chief collector, and
rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but
could not, on account of the crowd, because he
was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for |
he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came [/
to the place, he looked up and said to him, P&
"Zacchaios, make haste and come down; for I = e
must stay at your house today." So he made |
haste and came down, and received him I\
joyfully. And when they saw it they all J/° Sl
murmured, "He has gone in to be the guest of a L/l 4%
man who is a sinner." And Zacchaios stood and T8
said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my
goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded any one of anything, I restore it
fourfold." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, since he
also 1s a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seck and to save the lost."




Salnt of the Day: Ephraim the Syrian

Saint Ephraim was born in Nisibis of Mesopotamia
some time about the year 306, and in his youth was the
disciple of Saint James, Bishop of Nisibis, one of the
318 Fathers at the First Ecumenical Council. Ephraim
© lived in Nisibis, practicing a severe ascetical life and

+ increasing in holiness, until 363, the year in which

.« Julian the Apostate was slain in his war against the
Persians, and his successor Jovian surrendered Nisibis
to them. Ephraim then made his dwelling in Edessa,
where he found many heresies to do battle with. He
waged an especial war against Bardaisan; this gnostic
had written many hymns propagating his errors, which by their sweet melodies
became popular and enticed souls away from the truth. Saint Ephraim, having
received from God a singular gift of eloquence, turned Bardaisan's own weapon
against him, and wrote a multitude of hymns to be chanted by choirs of women,
which set forth the true doctrines, refuted heretical error, and praised the contests of
the Martyrs.

Of the multitude of sermons, commentaries, and hymns that Saint Ephraim
wrote, many were translated into Greek in his own lifetime. Sozomen says that
Ephraim "Surpassed the most approved writers of Greece," observing that the
Greek writings, when translated into other tongues, lose most of their original
beauty, but Ephraim's works "are no less admired when read in Greek than when
read in Syriac" (Eccl. Hist., Book 111, 16). Saint Ephraim was ordained deacon,
some say by Saint Basil the Great, whom Sozomen said "was a great admirer of
Ephraim, and was astonished at his erudition." Saint Ephraim was the first to make
the poetic expression of hymnody and song a vehicle of Orthodox theological
teachings, constituting it an integral part of the Church's worship; he may rightly be
called the first and greatest hymnographer of the Church, who set the pattern for
these who followed him, especially Saint Romanos the Melodist. Because of this he
is called the "Harp of the Holy Spirit." Jerome says that his writings were read in
some churches after the reading of the Scriptures, and adds that once he read a
Greek translation of one of Ephraim's works, "and recognized, even in translation,
the incisive power of his lofty genius" (De vir. ill., ch. CXV).

Shortly before the end of his life, a famine broke out in Edessa, and Saint
Ephraim left his cell to rebuke the rich for not sharing their goods with the poor.
The rich answered that they knew no one to whom they could entrust their goods.




Ephraim asked them, "What do you think of me?" When they confessed their
reverence for him, he offered to distribute their alms, to which they agreed. He
himself cared with his own hands for many of the sick from the famine, and so
crowned his life with mercy and love for neighbor. Saint Ephraim reposed in peace,
according to some in the year 373, according to others, 379.

Saint of the Day: Removal of the relics
of Saint Ignatius the Godbearer

Saint Ignatius was a disciple of Saint John the Theologian, and a successor of the
Apostles, and he became the second Bishop of Antioch, after Evodus. He wrote
many epistles to the faithful, strengthening them in their confession, and preserving
for us the teachings of the holy Apostles. Brought to Rome under Trajan, he was
surrendered to lions to be eaten, and so finished the course of martyrdom about the
year 107. The remnants of his bones were carefully gathered by the faithful and
brought to Antioch. He is called God-bearer, as one who bare God within himself
and was aflame in heart with love for
Him. Therefore, in his Epistle to the
Romans (ch. 4), imploring their love
not to attempt to deliver him from his
longed-for martyrdom, he said, "I am
the wheat of God, and am ground by
the teeth of the wild beasts, that [ may
be found to be the pure bread of God."

Saint John Chrysostom has a
homily in honour of the translation of
the Saint's relics (PG 50:587).

Memorial prayers...

... are offered for the repose of the soul of John Kayiatos, marking forty days since
his passing. May our good and loving God grant him a place in His kingdom.




